Following Their Dream

	Book title/Author
	Genre
	Characters
	Setting
	What obstacles did the characters face?
	What did the characters accomplish?
	How is the story similar to Sarah Plain and Tall?

	Wagon Wheels/Barbara Brenner
	Historical Fiction
	Maldie family

Ed, Willie, Johnny, Little Brother
	1878-Kansas prairie
	On the trip from Kentucky to Kansas, the boy’s mother dies.  The boy’s must learn to survive alone and overcome the harshness of living on the prairie.
	The family survives and ends up with their own land.
	This story takes place in Kansas on the prairie about the same time as Sarah, Plain and Tall.  Music is important to the Maldie family as it is for the Wittings.  Also, the boy’s mother dies as does Anna and Caleb’s mother.

	Laura Ingalls Wilder/Alexandra Wallner
	Biography
	Ma, Pa, Mary, Laura, Carrie, and Grace
	1867-1957

Wisconsin and Minnesota
	The Ingalls family must overcome the hardships of living on the prairie.  The grasshoppers eat their crops two years in a row, Mary lost her eyesight, winters was harsh and they had to survive droughts and fierce storms 
	The family survives though they move consistently.  Laura becomes a famous author.
	The Ingalls family lives on the prairie and experiences the trials of pioneer life, as do the Wittings.  Also, music is very important to both families.

	Sarah, Plain and Tall/ Patricia MacLachlan
	Historical Fiction
	Anna, Caleb, Sarah, and Papa
	1880’s on the Kansas prairie.
	Anna, Sarah, Caleb, and Papa must brave the hardships of living on the prairie.  They must work daily so that they can survive.  Anna, Caleb, and Papa must deal with the loss of their mother/wife and Sarah must learn to live away from her home.
	The characters overcome the hardships of living on the prairie and heal wounds of the loss of their mother/wife by accepting a new member of the family.
	

	Pioneer Girl/Andrea Warren
	Biography
	Grace McNance
	1882-1982

Nebraska
	The McNance family must survive life on the prairie.  They encounter drought, fire and storms.
	Grace survives her life on the prairie and lives to share her story through words and quilts.
	The McNance family experiences some of the same hardships of living on the prairie as the Wittigs.  The McNance family was surviving on the Nebraska prairie at the same time the Wittings were living on the Kansas prairie.



	Mississippi Mud/Ann Turner
	Poetry
	Amanda, Caleb, Lonnie, Ma, and Pa
	A family moving west during the 1800’s
	The three children on the trip west tell their story, as they experienced it, in verse.  They must say good-bye to old friends, cross miles and mile s of prairie and cross many rivers while dealing with the elements, which include storms and mud.
	They make it to Oregon successfully, build a house and start a new life.
	This family must also deal with the elements of the prairie.  One of the son’s is named Caleb.  The children must leave their way of life to start over, just as Sarah does.


